MASTERING MACBETH

Preparing for the iGCSE.

The iGCSE can be a difficult exam to navigate. It does not require its
students to be particularly incisive literary critics, but it does require them
to make sure that they are able to respond effectively based on a very
specific and rigorous criteria. Students can struggle with this, either because
they do not know about the criteria, they struggle to direct their creativity in
a way that responds to understand what's required of them, or for any
number of other reasons. This document shows how our tutors can help
students deal with this. Here, a tutor goes through a student’s essay line by
line, offering specific feedback that both helps the student respond in a way
that better meets the criteria and insight that keeps the student engaged. At
the end, they provide some overall feedback, identifying the strengths of
the essay and where it could stand to improve. We hope you enjoy it!
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THE QUESTION

Explore the Idea That Macbeth Gradually Loses Control of Himself and his

Relationships. Refer to This Extract From Act 3 Scene 2 and Elsewhere in the

Play.

THE EXTRACT

LADY MACBETH

Come on;

Gentle my lord, sleek o'er your rugged looks;
Be bright and jovial among your guests to-night.

MACBETH

So shall I, love; and so, | pray, be you:

Let your remembrance apply to Banquo;

Present him eminence, both with eye and tongue:
Unsafe the while, that we

Must lave our honours in these flattering streams,
And make our faces vizards to our hearts,
Disguising what they are.

LADY MACBETH
You must leave this.

MACBETH
O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife!
Thou know'st that Banquo, and his Fleance, lives.

LADY MACBETH
But in them nature's copy's not eterne.

MACBETH

There's comfort yet; they are assailable;

Then be thou jocund: ere the bat hath flown

His cloister'd flight, ere to black Hecate's summons
The shard-borne beetle with his drowsy hums

Hath rung night's yawning peal, there shall be done
A deed of dreadful note.

LADY MACBETH
What's to be done?

MACBETH

Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck,

Till thou applaud the deed. Come, seeling night,
Scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day;

And with thy bloody and invisible hand

Cancel and tear to pieces that great bond

Which keeps me pale! Light thickens; and the crow
Makes wing to the rooky wood:

Good things of day begin to droop and drowse;
While night's black agents to their preys do rouse.
Thou marvell'st at my words: but hold thee still;
Things bad begun make strong themselves by ill.
So, prithee, go with me.
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AO1:
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CRITERIA

Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to:
1. Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response
2. Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate

interpretations.

Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create

meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in

which they were written.

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and

effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.

Weighting

I have provided the criteria along which examiners mark iGCSE essays here because it's
incredibly important that any candidate is aware of them going into the essay. Students often
struggle most with AO2. Given that it's weighted at 35%, this can often hamstring their essay.
Making sure that students know what is expected of them and understand how to adapt their
answers to the criteria is the best way to turn an A into an A*.
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THE ANSWER

A quote to show this is
This tells us that Macbeth is-of what he has done. He is afraid that if

anyone sees his heart it will be dark and soulless but to hide it they have to put

on a dangerous face.

- In Jacobean times this would have been seen as a terrible act. _
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The

quote shows the audience that Macbeth’s mind is no longer sane and that killing

Duncan has affected him mentally.
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audience see that the

We know that he is troubled by

this because he says, . He is shaken up
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by this and we can see in both quotes he is becoming mad with power. The key
word is the quote is - because Shakespeare uses this word for it to mean
King. He says there is no point being King if you are not safely King. This tells us

he is losing his mind and overthinking everything believing that everyone is

how mad Macbeth has gone and what lengths he will go to become safely King.

Lastly Shakespeare uses the [illegible] of a metaphor to show the changing

relationship of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. He says_
this quote shows the audience that the_

It marks it if

Lady Macbeth isn't as strong and a weaker person. _
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THE FEEDBACK

Areas of Excellence: This essay demonstrates your critical skills quite well so far
as identifying the themes and explicit meanings of the wider text are concerned.
You have also quoted effectively to tease these points out (AO1). Your knowledge
of the historical context is excellent (A03). Your sentence construction and use of

language is, for the most part, very good (A04).

Areas for improvement: Although your quotation is a merit as far as identifying
the general points you wish to illustrate, sometimes your analysis of the meanings
of the quotes themselves is wanting. This could be improved by paying greater

attention to the context in which they the statements you choose are located
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(AO1). Another area in which you could stand to improve is identifying specific
literary devices and talking about their effects. This is something that the essay
seems to lack throughout (A02). Additionally, it is worth incorporating your choice
of quotations from outside the given extract into your responses to what is
contained in the extract. This will help make your points more vivid. Although you
have demonstrated a great deal of historical knowledge, a bit more nuance in
your analysis of it and how it relates to the text could help your answer quite a bit

(A03).

Overall grade: | would think that this essay would be a safe band 4 response.
Good job, but | know that you're capable of even better! With a little more
planning, attention to detail, and understanding of the use and effects of literary

terms we can skip band 5 and jump straight to 6.

Strategies: We can improve your responses to questions like this in two main
ways. The first is by doing a class on how to do a guided close analysis so that

you become more adept at identifying literary devices and their effects and to



help you identify the meanings of specific phrases and sentences in the context in
which they are written. The second is by discussing how to appropriately plan and
structure an essay. This will help you better answer the question and incorporate
your excellent understanding of the wider text into your response to a specific
extract. It is important to make the motivation behind your argument clear from
the outset so you can limit the open possibilities which you can refer to in a text
to make a good argument under the constraints of limited time and space. As

always, if you have any questions about my feedback, do let me know.



